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Our objectives

We are the
Commonwealth: 53
independent and equal
sovereign states,
working to help each
other and make the world
a better place. Our
specific objectives are to:

empower young :
people by giving them §
a voice in decision- g
making



Reforming and
renewing our
Secretariat

The Secretariat exists to
serve our members and
help the Commonwealth.
So, naturally, we are
constantly looking for
ways to improve the way

we operate. During
2015-2017,we've... =




In addition to writing most of the 2018 reporterged as a photo editor. Many of my
selections ended up in the publication, including bf the six key section images
below.Dean
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Deepening Strengthening Accelerating
democracy public social
institutions Hexelopmment

Read about our progress in
; See the great strides we
promoting democracy

around the Commonwealth

Find out how we helped our

made with public - ) :
2.4 billion citizens with their

institutions in our family of

during 2015-2017

Read more

Improving
economies
Learn how we promoted

economic development in
our 53 member countries

Read more

nations during 2015-2017

Read more

Supporting
small and
vulnerable
states

Explore the work we've
done supporting the
smaller and more
vulnerable members of our
family

Read more

social development

Read more

Championing
youth

Discover what we've done
to support our 1.2 billion
young people

Read more
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HOME 04.1 DEEPENING DEMOCRACY

MAKING AN IMPACT 04.2 STRENGTHENING PUBLIC
INSTITUTIONS

REFORM AND RENEWAL

04.3 ACCELERATING SOCIAL
PERFORMANCE DEVELOPMENT

IN NUMBERS 04.4 IMPROVING ECONOMIES

DOWNLOAD THE FULL BIENNIAL REPORT 04.5 SUPPORTING SMALL AND
VULNERABLE STATES

04.6 CHAMPIONING YOUTH

04.7 SEARCH BY REGION

| researched and wrote all sections, except ‘MAKING IMPACT'. The
‘PERFORMANCE’ section includes 43 stories, threevbich are reproduced below.
Dean
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Climate change: Mr Anwar
and his Finance Hub are
fighting back

No doubt you’ve heard of Irma, Maria and Matthew, and the destruction those
hurricanes wreaked. Now a man named Bilal Anwar is helping Commonwealth
countries fight the effects of such storms. Mr Anwar manages our new
Commonwealth Finance Access Hub (CFAH), which we set up in Mauritius in
2016. The CFAH is our response to the ongoing and future threats of climate
change to our member countries. The hub’s primary aim is to help small and
vulnerable countries access international sources of climate finance. This
funding helps them adapt to climate change, mitigate its effects and realise
their sustainable development goals.

Mr Anwar says:

“I consider myself a climate policy practitioner who passionately
believes in the criticality of climate change as one of the gravest
threats to human civilisation. I also believe the most viable
approach to addressing this issue is through global
collaboration that ensures everyone plays a role.”

Mr Anwar had been a climate change expert for 16 years when
he took on the role of managing our CFAH. He began his career
with the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

Change Secretariat in Bonn, Germany, back in 2000. He was.

part of the team that supported the initial inter-governmental iations of Clean D
(CDM) and subsequently worked on its implementation for a decade.

The CDM paved the way for the development of thousands of carbon reduction and sustainable development
projects globally and the emergence of the global carbon market. During this period, he was deeply involvedin
developing the regulatory system of the CDM. He also led the CDM capacity-building programme and developed its
accreditation mechanism.

About CFAH, Mr Anwar says:

“l envision the Hub evolving into an entity that offers its services through an expanded network, which facilitates
cooperation between developing members to build their capacity to access international sources of climate finance.
To do s, the Hub will help countries create bespoke national projects and programmes which are eligible for climate
finance.”

The idea of the hub took shape at the CHOGM 2013. Following their mandate to develop it, we carried out in-depth
consultation with 40 member countries. This was to make sure that the hub would be relevant to their needs and

other climate finance initiatives. CHOGM 2015 then gave the go-ahead, and the Government of
Australia pledged AU$1 million to support the initial implementation of the hub.

[Conied below]



Atits launchin November 2015, Sir Anerood Jugnauth, Prime:
Minister of Mauritius, acknowledged its importance:

“The flow of international climate funds for Small Island

Developing States and Least Developed States, which are the ‘
mostvulnerable to climate change, has remained problematic.

The Hub will assist in unlocking existing and new climate funds for

urgent adaptation and mitigation.” (e

pledged AU$1 million to support the
In 2016/17 the central hub was up and running successfully in initial implementation of the hub
Mauritius. It now functions as a gateway for regional and national
support. It also facilitates south-south sharing of skills,
knowledge and expertise. It has deployed climate finance
advisers in partnerships in the Caribbean, the Pacific and Indian
Ocean. They serve as “spokes” to the hub. In addition, we have
positioned six national advisers. We will send out others when
members request them for long-term support in their countries.
We have also set up an online platform to make communication
easy between the central hub in Mauritius, the national advisers and the Secretariat.

The hub has already had requests for help from 16 Commonwealth members —seven in the Caribbean, four in
the Pacific and five in the African Region —accounting for over half of the Commonwealth small state members. To
meet this high level of demand for assistance, the hub needs more funding. The mobilisation of additional resources
is key to sustaining the hub's delivery.

Looking to the future, Mr Anwar says:

“|foresee the Hub becoming recognised as one of the leading
intermediary entities of the world in facilitating access to climate
finance. My vision is also for it to act as an extended arm of “
leading climate finance institutions, such as the Green Climate
Fund, supporting their objectives.”
The hub will assist in unlocking
Fighting climate change globally existing and new climate funds for
urgent adaptation and mitigation.
In 2015-2017, the Commonwealth participated in the

following climate change conferences:

— Sir Anerood Jugnauth, Prime Minister,
Mauritius

At COP23 in Bonn, 2017, we launched a new online resource —
the Law and Climate Change Toolkit. It is aimed at government
policy-makers responsible for developing laws that help
implement the Paris Agreement.

At COP22 in Marrakech, 2016, we reaffirmed our support to
small states and vulnerable developing countries which face a daunting task in adapting to climate impacts, from
desertification torising seas. Following the Paris Agreement on Climate Change the year before, Commonwealth
Secretary-General Patricia Scotland asserted that “our priority is to move from agreement to action”.

At COP21 in Paris, 2015, Commonwealth leaders committed to limiting global warming at climate negotiations.
They agreed to “practical and swift action” by all governments and other public and private stakeholders to
reinforce the outcome agreement. Afterwards, Patricia Espinosa, Executive Secretary of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), credited CHOGM 2015 for helping to make the Paris
Agreement possible. She also credited the Secretariat as a leading partner in delivering the Agreement.

Aiding climate-vulnerable members -

The worldis ingi ingly aware of the i affecting small
states. In 2016, the Commonwealth made considerable progress in advancing that
awareness. An event that helped amplify concern and offer solutions was the Fourth

Global Bicnnial Conference on Small States in Seychelles.

Download the full Biennial Report 2018
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To help end child marriage
we're strengthening human
rights

Enala Ngulu lives in Karonga, in rural Malawi. She lost both her parents when
she was only 8 years old. At the age of 13 she was married to a man of 47. He
had two other wives. At a time when she should have been in school, learning
about the world and how to make a contribution as a young woman, she was
forced to grapple with adult responsibilities such as a marriage, a household and
child bearing. By 15 Enala had her first child. She subsequently had five more
daughters. Then her life took a surprising turn.

As her girls progressed to school age, Enala returned to school herself and enrolled in primary school at 29 with six
children. She ied by fellow teachers, faci isation because of her

completed the pri leand i . There i

determined about. That was to keep all six of her daughters in school and support the completion of their schooling
without their being forced into marriage, as she was.

Itis a testimony to Enala’s resili d ination that inued her studies and completed the Malawi
School Certificate of Education in 2012. She is now employed by the Foundation for Community Support Services
(FOCUS) as a Field Officer in Karonga. Her desire is to further her educati Gender

Mzuzu University in Malawi.

Enala holds the very firm view that girls like her, married off at a young age, should not be forgotten. She says they
deserve a second chance to shape their futures. Enala advocates the reintegration of child brides into school, and
she d school p \g of girls at schools, who are overcoming
formidable hurdles to access their right to education.

A massive human rights challenge

Child marriage is a harmful practice that violates the rights of women and girls. Around 375 million women alive today
were married or partnered before their 18th birthdays. In the Commonwesalth, that amounts to 52% of women aged

more than 18 years of age. 8.8million C marri yyear. That
adds up to 24,000 girls every day or 17 girls every minute.

every year.

c h d 9 i to prevent through successive
Heads of Meeting: i i ights institutions (NHRIs) are our key allies i this

fight. A 2017 report from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights supports this belief.

The C Secretariat the role of NHRIs in 2013. It was an outcome of the
Commonwealth Roundtable on Child, Early and Forced Marriage (CEFM), and it facilitated the adoption of the Kigali
D in2015. That ion represents hild marriage. It sets out a framework of 17

actions that NHRIs can take forward to end the practice.

1n2015-2017 pt fighting for girls’

[Continueeldw]
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