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FACTFILE: THE AMERICAS

•  When Columbus ‘discovered’ the Americas in 

1492 (the Vikings had been centuries before), 

he thought he’d reached Asia: the reason the 

natives came to be called ‘Indians’. 

•  Buenos Aires has the world’s widest boulevard, 

and is located on the world’s widest river, 

Río de la Plata.

•  Expect to see a lot of ‘futebol’ played in Rio de 

Janeiro. Brazil is the world’s most successful 

footballing nation, having won the World Cup 

fi ve times.

•  If California were a country it would be one of 

the ten largest economies in the world.

•  Boston had the fi rst public park, the fi rst public 

library and the fi rst subway in the US.

•  Hungry? NYC has over 18,000 places to eat.

•  Toronto is one of the world’s most multicultural 

cities, with over 100 languages and dialects 

spoken there.

      Prestige Life
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500 years after Christopher Columbus arrived 

in ‘The New World’ the Americas still offer 

new and wonderful places for the modern 

traveller to discover.  

In this issue we offer you some fresh ideas for holidays in the 

northern and southern continents, in fascinating places as 

diverse as Buenos Aires and Toronto. Find out why we love 

Los Angeles, San Francisco and Boston – and read about 

some of our favourite hotels in these fabulous destinations. 

Hopefully we’ll spark some thoughts for your next holiday. 

For example, you might wish to combine two destinations, 

such as Miami and Barbados, into one trip. Or would you 

like to stay in a hotel that’s featured in a famous fi lm? 

We’ve selected 5 of our favourites. Speaking of places 

to stay, be sure to have a look at our featured hotel offer, 

at The Ritz-Carlton Hotels of New York, on pages 14-15.

You can fi nd out more about these and the other hotels 

and resorts in the Prestige Collection, in our 2008 brochure. 

To order a free copy, please call us on 0844 493 8999. 

I hope you fi nd planning a trip to the Americas as pleasurable 

as I do!

Claire Bentley

Prestige Life Editor
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South America is a continent that’s packed with superlatives. You can visit the wildest carnival in 

Rio, the highest waterfall in Venezuela (Angel Falls), the longest mountain range (the Andes), and 

the area of highest biodiversity (the Amazon Rainforest). The mixture of native South American, 

African and European infl uences combine to make some truly wonderful holiday destinations. 

Here we focus on two of the very best: Buenos Aires and Rio de Janeiro. 
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Superlative 
South America
Where you’re guaranteed an extraordinary experience
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Buenos Aires 

Buenos Aires is on everyone’s lips at the moment as the 

most happening city in South America. In fact, with its wide 

Haussmann-style tree-lined boulevards, ornate parks and 

belle époque architecture, the city seems to have more in 

common with Paris and Madrid than Argentina. What is 

perhaps so fascinating about this hedonistic capital is that 

it blurs the distinctions between Europe and Latin America. 

It has taken the best of Spanish, British, French and Italian 

cultures and made it entirely its own. And the portenos 

(Buenos Aires locals) are arguably the most beautiful and 

sexy people on the planet.

The city has recently played host to a whole raft of hip new 

hotel openings attracting the style-savvy set. One of the 

best is the Palacio Duhau – Park Hyatt Buenos Aires in ritzy 

Recoleta. This gorgeous and opulent new property unites 

a restored palace with a 

modern tower which sums 

up Buenos Aires now; it 

seamlessly integrates the 

city’s legendary old time 

glamour with 21st century 

innovative design and 

state-of-the-art technology.

It’s easy to get to grips with the city’s vibrant neighbourhoods. 

Not to be missed are Recoleta – all-English Mayfair, fancy 

stores and cemetery where the remains of Evita rest; La Boca 

– the biggest Italian community outside Italy and home to 

the colourful Boca Juniors football team; Palermo Viejo 

(Hollywood and Soho) – crammed with trendy boutiques, 

bars and restaurants; San Telmo – the original Spanish 

settlement, now one of the biggest and best antique centres 

in the world; Micro Centro, Congreso and Tribunales – all 

stately buildings including the Pink House or Casa Rosada 

where Evita famously waved from the balcony to her people.

Buenos Aires is beyond compare when it comes to 

restaurants and bars. And no trip would be complete 

without visiting one of the many tango milongas, where 

you can simply watch the action or enjoy a lesson and 

learn some of the sultry steps. 

Ian McCurrach 

Travel Editor, CitytoCities

Where to stay: 

Palacio Duhau – Park Hyatt Buenos Aires

This is an extraordinary 

hotel comprising two 

buildings: a Beaux Arts 

family mansion built in 

1934 and a modern tower, 

connected to each other 

by a beautiful garden and an underground passageway. 

Perfectly situated in the fashionable Recoleta district, the 

Palacio Duhau is surrounded by fi ne stores, art galleries 

and restaurants. The hotel’s luxurious Ahin Spa offers you 

soothing and revitalising treatments based on the native 

people’s ancient practices.

Don’t miss

A Tango Show, or a 

City Tour. Your Personal 

Consultant can arrange 

these for you. Also, if 

you go in August (their 

winter), be sure to visit 

the Snow Carnival.

Rio de Janeiro

Want a destination that positively throbs with life? 

Then it has to be the ‘Cidade Maravilhosa’, or 

‘Marvelous City’, as Rio’s residents call their home. 

You could spend your entire holiday enjoying Rio’s 

beautiful beaches (e.g. Copacabana). But there’s so 

much more to see and do. Trek up nearby Corvocado 

Mountain to the Christ Redeemer statue. Explore the 

fascinating old lanes of Santa Teresa, old colonial 

architecture and museums. Come night-time, if you 

still have energy to spare, Rio has a rich variety of 

nightlife, even outside of Carnival. Rio de Janeiro 

is currently 13 hours, 35 minutes’ fl ying time from 

London. However, from 26 October, our fl ights will 

be non-stop, cutting over two hours off the journey.

Where to stay: Copacabana Palace

What a location: right opposite the chic Copacabana 

beach. What opulence: the stylish Art Deco 

Copacabana Palace is generally regarded as the best 

luxury hotel in Latin America. A top attraction is the 

Cipriani restaurant, with its internationally famous 

chef Francesco Carli. As is the new three-storey spa: 

with all sorts of treatment rooms, sauna, steam bath, 

and more, it’s an oasis of calm in this energetic city.

Don’t miss

An excursion up Corvocado and Sugar Loaf 

Mountains, or a ‘Rio by the Sea’ boat tour, both 

of which your Personal Travel Consultant can 

book for you.
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Los Angeles

The second-biggest city 

in the USA, Los Angeles 

has so much to offer as 

a holiday destination. 

The ‘City of Angels’ is 

heaven for culture lovers, and sporting enthusiasts too. 

It has fantastic museums such as The Getty, a thriving 

local entertainment scene, with world-class symphony, 

ballet, cutting-edge theatre and comedy clubs. In the 

summer you’re guaranteed sunshine every day, which 

makes it great for swimming, surfi ng, diving, fi shing and 

hiking along the coast. LA is 11 hours, 5 minutes’ fl ying 

time from London.

Where to stay: 

Hotel Casa del Mar

Situated in a glorious position on Santa Monica beach, 

the Hotel Casa del Mar has a rich and colourful past. 

During prohibition it was the scene of many a wild party. 

Now restored, its 129 luxuriously appointed guest rooms 

still echo an elegant bygone age. Tired out after a long 

day? Relax with a drink in the sunset on the 5th fl oor Palm 

Terrace or in the outdoor Jacuzzi.

Don’t miss

A concert at the Hollywood Bowl Summer Sounds 

Festival. Or dinner at celebrated chef Wolfgang Puck’s 

CUT at the Beverly Wilshire. Your Personal Travel 

Consultant would be delighted to book this for you.

The Best out West
 

San Francisco

So many songs have been written about this city, and it’s 

easy to see why: San Francisco is lovely. Whether viewed 

from one of its hill tops, with the bay sparkling in the 

distance, seen from a cable car, or experienced at night 

in its wonderful restaurants, bars and colourful clubs, 

San Francisco is a never-ending delight. Any time of year 

is good for visiting – there’s a street party or festival 

practically every month. San Francisco is 10 hours and 

55 minutes’ fl ying time from London.

Where to stay: 

Clift

Built in 1915, the Clift has 

recently been beautifully 

re-designed by Philippe 

Starck, who has created 

a luxurious fusion of old and new. The hotel is perfectly 

located in the heart of San Francisco, in the elegant shopping 

area of Union Square. The Clift’s Asia de Cuba restaurant 

serves delicious Asian-Latin cuisine in a sumptuous setting. 
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Don’t miss

A trip to Yosemite National Park, via the Grand Central Valley and the Sierra Nevada. Or a Chinatown walking tour. 

Your Personal Travel Consultant can book either of them for you. Also, visit the three new museums at the California 

Academy of Sciences (opening Sept. 2008).

It’s the vast range of attractions to be found in California and neighbouring Nevada that make 

it an ideal region for a holiday. From the joys of Disneyland® Resort to the hedonistic pleasures 

of Las Vegas, from the surfi ng beaches along the coast, to the vineyards of Napa Valley, from the 

world-class museums of LA to the ski slopes of the Sierra Nevada and the glories of the national 

parks – there’s something for everyone.

“ The attraction and superiority 

of California are in its days. 

It has better days, and more of 

them, than any other country.” 

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Las Vegas
Why go to Las Vegas? For 

the glitz, the glamour, the 

razzamatazz and the sheer 

outrageousness of the 

place. Of course there are the casinos and the big, big shows. 

But there are other attractions worth a visit too, e.g. the 

Atomic Testing Museum and the excellent Art Museum. 

Las Vegas is 14 hours, 45 minutes’ fl ying time from London.

Where to stay: Wynn Las Vegas

This 217-acre resort is new to The Prestige Collection. 

Located on the Las Vegas Strip, the Wynn fl aunts an 

enormous, towering fountain. Its casino offers you every 

game from Blackjack to Three Card Poker and War. There 

are lagoons, waterfalls and terraced landscapes, fi ne 

restaurants and shops, a Tom Fazio-designed 18-hole 

championship golf course, a sumptuous spa with 45 

treatment rooms, a barber shop and a full-service salon.  

Don’t miss

A chance to see: the critically acclaimed Blue Man Group, 

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s new Phantom production and 

the Cirque du Soleil’s ‘O’. Why not let your Personal 

Travel Consultant book seats for you?
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Northeastern 
Pleasures
 Boston is ideal for a weekend break. Travel writer Ian McCurrach explains why.

Boston is being billed by savvy travel pundits as the new New York and it’s easy to see why. 

The fl ight time is shorter, all the major sights are within walking distance and it’s jammed with 

hot new restaurants, bars and clubs. Add to that some of America’s best mall and street 

shopping with just 5% sales tax, world-class museums and a raft of new attractions and Boston 

becomes hard to beat. 

History

The birthplace of American Independence is also steeped in 

the past and, of course, learning over at Harvard. For a quick 

history lesson and introduction to the city, walk the three-

mile Freedom Trail that takes in all the Revolutionary sites 

from Boston Common to the Bunker Hill monument. 

Food

For something more savoury, try the new half-day culinary 

walking tour of Chinatown. Michele Topor’s Food Tours of 

Boston provides a fascinating insight into Chinese cuisine 

and the markets of this relatively unknown district, which is 

America’s third largest Chinatown. Having worked up an 

appetite the tour ends with a slap-up dim sum lunch. 

Shopping

Retail bargains await at the uber-smart Barneys 

New York and the raft of signature designer stores that 

stack up in Copley Place, one of Boston’s many super-malls. 

Alternatively, try leafy 

Newbury Street for 

independent boutiques and 

mid-range chains. Before 

dark, hot-foot it to the 

Top of the Hub on the 

52nd fl oor of the Prudential 

Center. Enjoy great city 

overviews and sip a 

cocktail or two as the 

sun starts to set. 

Where to stay: 

The Ritz-Carlton Boston Common

For modern luxury right in the heart of historic Boston, 

this is the perfect hotel. You’re minutes away from 

excellent shops, theatres, the Financial District and the 

Freedom Trail. The hotel has a classic American restaurant 

& bar, called JER-NE. And for keeping fi t, there’s a 100,000 

square foot luxury sports and fi tness complex offering 

top-notch instruction.

Toronto: 
discover its hidden attractions

For a very different experience of North America, consider 

Toronto (‘Tarranna’, as the locals say). With around 

2.5 million residents, this is Canada’s biggest city, yet a 

place where everyone seems calm and relaxed. The actor 

Peter Ustinov described it as ‘New York run by the Swiss’. 

Here you’ll fi nd a thriving mixture of cultures from around 

the world, and attractions that slowly seduce you. Summer 

is a great time to visit. Head down to Lake Ontario and 

explore the trendy Beaches area and charming Toronto 

Islands. On 1 July, it’s Canada’s national day, so expect lots 

of fi reworks. Summer is packed with events, ranging from 

Dragon Boat racing to Toronto Pride and all sorts of music 

festivals. Toronto is fantastic for shopping, and is an ideal 

base for trips to Niagara Falls and the lakes of northern 

Ontario. It’s 8 hours’ fl ying time from London.

Where to stay: Park Hyatt Toronto

Located in the city’s fashionable Yorkville district, Park Hyatt 

is surrounded by lovely shops and a wonderful array of fi ne 

restaurants. It’s also directly across from the striking new 

Michael Lee Chin Crystal wing at the Royal Ontario Museum. 

The hotel’s Roof Lounge bar offers stunning city views, and 

you’ll fi nd delicious food in-house. After a day out exploring 

the town, relax in the award-winning Stillwater Spa, which 

offers everything from aqua therapy and a couples’ massage 

room to a fi tness center, sauna and whirlpool.
More Food

For dinner you are spoilt for choice. One of the hottest 

Boston chefs is Barbara Lynch, whose eateries include No.9 

Park, The Butcher Shop and B&G Oysters. If you fear piling 

on the pounds, next day set off on the four new dedicated 

walking or cycling routes that have just opened up, including 

the Boston Harbour Walk and the Rose Kennedy Downtown 

Greenway. So even if your 

bags fl y home heavier, 

you might lessen the load. 

Boston is 7 hours, 30 

minutes’ fl ying time 

from London.

Ian McCurrach 

Travel Editor, CitytoCities

Don’t miss

The Boston Marathon (April) or 4 July celebrations. 

Enjoy a Whale Watching Cruise, a New England Seacoast 

tour or a Boston Walking Tour – your Personal Travel 

Consultant can arrange these for you.

Don’t miss

The Niagara Falls Day Tour, The Toronto Fly ’n’ Dine 

Package (a helicopter tour over the city followed by 

lunch/dinner on top of the CN Tower) or The Toronto 

Inner Harbour and Island Cruise. Your Personal Travel 

Consultant can arrange these for you.
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Miami
As 50% of the population 

are Hispanic, Miami feels 

somewhat Latin American. 

It’s a fun place with beautiful 

beaches, stunning Art Deco 

buildings and a fascinating 

diversity of districts. Go shopping for designer clothes in 

South Beach, and explore Little Havana and Coconut Grove. 

In June, there’s the world famous annual Fete De La Musiqe; 

in July, the Peruvian Independence Day Festival; and in 

September, the Afro Cuban Festival. Miami is 9 hours, 

45 minutes’ fl ying time from London.

Where to stay: Hotel Victor 

This is a very cool hotel. Located on Ocean Drive, across 

from South Beach, it’s right next door to Casa Casuarina, 

the former Versace Mansion. With a full-service spa featuring 

a Turkish Hammam, two wonderful in-house restaurants and 

even a ‘Vibe Manager’ tasked with keeping a hip mood in the 

hotel’s common areas, Hotel Victor is a fabulous place to stay. 

Don’t miss 

A Miami Sunset Air Tour, or a Miami City Tour including 

Bayside and Biscayne Bay Cruise. Your Personal Travel 

Consultant can book these for you. 

Barbados
Take a West Indian Island, mix in hundreds of years of 

British Infl uence, and you have Barbados: a nation where 

calypso meets cricket, where surfi ng meets horse racing, 

and rotis and rum are enjoyed next to National Trust 

heritage buildings. Yet for all this, the ‘Bajans’, as the locals 

are called, welcome you with typically Caribbean warmth. 

Barbados is 3 hours, 25-minutes’ fl ying time from Miami.

Where to stay: 

The Fairmont Royal Pavillion

Located on the West coast of Barbados, this elegant, low-

rise hotel nestles amongst palms, right next to a stunning 

white and pink sandy beach. Old charm and 21st century 

luxuries combine in a resort that’s been called ‘The Jewel in 

the crown of Barbados’. Each of its ocean-front rooms has 

a private balcony or terrace, and the interiors are tastefully 

decorated in Caribbean style. The hotel’s two restaurants 

offer top-class international and Caribbean food.

Don’t miss

The A Touch of Barbados Splendor tour, taking in 

Orchid World, the scenic East Coast and the Wildlife 

reserve. Also worth a visit is the restaurant David’s 

Place By the Sea, which serves zesty Bajan dishes. Your 

Personal Travel Consultant can book these for you.

Grand Cayman
1 hour, 25 minutes’ fl ying 

time from Miami, south of 

Cuba, is the little group of 

Cayman Islands: a natural 

paradise, rich with marine 

life and other wonders. 

Here is some of the best 

scuba diving in the world; a place where you can feed wild 

stingrays or explore a sheer coral wall that plunges 6,000 

feet underwater. One day you might go snorkeling and laze 

about on the fabulous beaches. The next, watch Cayman 

Brac parrots or red-footed boobies in a nature reserve. 

And another, take the unique and thrilling submarine tour.

Where to stay: 

The Ritz-Carlton Grand Cayman

An island as beautiful as Grand Cayman deserves a very 

special hotel, and The Ritz-Carlton is it: a 144 acre luxury 

resort with pristine beaches on one side and a Greg 

Norman-designed nine-hole golf course on the other. 

With fi ve restaurants on site, two of them signature eateries, 

and a sumptuous La Prairie Spa, you are absolutely spoiled 

at The Ritz-Carlton.

Don’t miss

A catamaran sail to Stingray City, where you can play 

with Grand Cayman’s amazing Southern Stingrays. 

Also try the Crow’s Nest seafood restaurant, serving 

delicious Caribbean cuisine. You can book these 

through your Personal Travel Consultant.

The Bahamas
Just 1 hour, 15 minutes’ fl ying time from Miami, are the 

warm turquoise waters of The Bahamas. The capital, 

Nassau, is a cosmopolitan, fun-loving place with all the 

shops, bars and clubs you could want. But what’s really 

special here is the sea. The area is rich with marine life and 

has the clearest waters in the world, making The Bahamas a 

paradise for divers. Take a powerboat trip out to the Exuma 

Cays, where you can swim with the stingrays.

Where to stay: 

The Cove Atlantis, Paradise Island

The Cove is an all-suite luxury resort, with access to all of the 

main Atlantis resort’s many attractions: a huge marine habitat, 

an amazing water adventure playground, a casino nightclub and 

a wide variety of restaurants. The Cove’s own eateries include 

Café Martinique by Jean-Georges Vongerichten, NOBU by 

Nobu Matsuhisa and Mesa Grill by Bobby Flay. Appropriately 

for a place of such luxury, there’s also a beautiful Mandara Spa. 

 

Don’t miss

A boat trip to the primeval forest of nearby Andros 

island. Or a visit to the mysterious underwater 

archaeological site, Bimini Road. Both of these can be 

arranged for you by your Personal Travel Consultant.
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Double your 
enjoyment

Why not make the most of your time away with a Twin Centre Holiday? 

After exploring Miami, enjoy a few extra days in Barbados, Grand Cayman or the Bahamas.

The Ritz-Carlton Grand Cayman
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Holidays to dine for
Enjoy the Americas even more with our concierge service 

1312

To make your holiday really special, speak 

to an expert. Someone who will listen to 

you, and help you plan a holiday that suits 

your needs and expectations. A person 

who knows your destination and can 

arrange special touches for you: things 

that will make your holiday experience 

unique. In short, consult a member of the 

Prestige Collection concierge team. 

Found: your table 
The restaurants mentioned in Prestige Life are amongst 

the fi nest in the world. The trouble is, they’re also the most 

exclusive. So a good table can be hard to come by. If you’re 

planning a holiday in the Americas, we would be delighted to 

book you or your party at any of the following establishments:

Toronto – 360 The Restaurant at the CN Tower: Exquisite 

market-fresh cuisine served with a magnifi cent, slowly 

revolving view of Toronto more than 1,151 ft below.

New York – Gordon Ramsay: With seating for 45 guests, 

Gordon Ramsay offers a formal dining experience with 

a menu inspired by his Restaurant Gordon Ramsay in 

London’s Chelsea.

New York – Daniel: Here Chef Daniel Boulud serves up 

seasonal French cuisine in the magnifi cent Venetian 

Renaissance-style dining room and in the Bellecour Room, 

which is available for private parties.

New York – La Benardin: This restaurant is not only 

famous across America for setting high standards, it’s 

also internationally acclaimed for its seafood dishes.

New York – La Reserve: Located in the Rockefeller Center, 

this elegant French restaurant serves mouth-watering 

dishes in dining rooms with comfortable fabric banquettes, 

oversized paintings and soft lighting.

San Francisco – French Laundry (Napa): An outstanding 

restaurant in what used to be a French steam laundry, it 

offers a unique dining experience with dish preparations 

often fi nished by your table.

Los Angeles – Melisse: Praised in the Zagat survey and 

renowned for its superb wine list, this restaurant is one 

of LA’s best. (See more recommendations in Los Angeles 

section, page seven of this issue.)

Rio De Janeiro – Hotel Cipriani Restaurant: Authentic 

modern Italian cuisine served in a grand, chandeliered dining 

room in the Copacabana Palace.

Rio De Janeiro – Antiquarius: Savour classic Portuguese 

dishes in a dining room furnished with beautiful antiques.

Buenos Aires – El Mirasol: Tuck into thick cuts of excellent 

Argentine beef. The restaurant has a glassed dining area 

full of plants and trellises, which gives you the feeling of 

outdoor dining.

Would you like a table in an exclusive 

restaurant, where it’s ‘impossible’ to 

fi nd one?

Or a massage booked for you to enjoy upon your arrival?

Do you want fl owers or champagne waiting in your room?

Or a private tour somewhere? Simply tell your Personal 

Travel Consultant and they’ll try their best to arrange it. 

Whether you travel with us to the Americas or anywhere 

else, we can make everything a pleasure – from the 

planning right through to your return. Our concierge 

service ensures that your holiday is relaxing, refreshing 

and rejuvenating.
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‘Yes, yes, but why go this year?’ you ask.  

Here are some suggestions: 

To see Hamlet performed in Central Park in June, or the 

revived 60s musical Hair, starting there in July. Or for The 

Manhattan Island Marathon Swim. Or to visit Saks Fifth 

Avenue’s Summer Sale. Or to go to the Midsummer Night 

Swing dance party at the Lincoln Center, the Puerto Rican 

Day Parade, The Belmont Stakes horse race, The US Open 

Tennis Championships…

Need any more reasons? Well, have a look at Prestige Life’s 

special offer below, for The Ritz-Carlton hotels, two of New 

York’s fi nest places to stay.

Prestige Life Offer

Book four nights, staying between 15 June and 15 September 

2008, at either of The Ritz-Carlton hotels in New York, and 

pay for just three nights. You will also receive an automatic 

upgrade from a Deluxe View room to an Avenue room at The 

Ritz-Carlton Central Park or from a Deluxe City View room to 

a Deluxe Harbour View room at The Ritz-Carlton Battery Park.

15

New York 
New Offer
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The Ritz-Carlton New York, Battery Park

This is the only AAA 

Five Diamond Luxury 

waterfront hotel in New 

York City. Put simply, this 

means it will take your 

breath away. Situated at the 

bottom tip of Manhattan, 

the hotel offers stunning 

views of the Statue of 

Liberty and Ellis Island. 

Guest rooms with harbour 

views are conveniently 

equipped with telescopes. 

You have easy access to 

Wall Street, trendy SoHo and all the best of Manhattan. 

You have delectable in-house dining at the French-fl avoured 

2 West steakhouse, presided over by celebrated Chef Jacques 

Sorci. And when you want to relax with a drink and gaze 

out at New York Harbour, head up to the 14th fl oor, to the 

famous Rise Bar and terrace. You can also relax in the hotel’s 

glorious Prada Beauty Spa. Or if you prefer, work up a sweat 

in their excellent fi tness centre.

The Ritz-Carlton New York, Central Park

If instead of New York 

Harbour, you’d prefer to 

overlook a magnifi cent 

green expanse, choose this 

Ritz-Carlton. Offering a 

similar level of luxury to its 

Battery Park sister hotel, 

this one is perfectly located 

for Broadway and the high-

class shops of Fifth Avenue. 

Famous for its warm 

hospitality, this Central 

Park hotel is a tranquil 

refuge from the hustle and 

bustle of the city. Feeling like an elegant private home, it is 

sumptuously furnished and decorated. You’ll be spoiled with 

mouth-watering dishes from the kitchen of world-famous 

chef Laurent Tourondel in the hotel’s BLT Market restaurant. 

Even more so in their Spa, where a Diamond Perfection body 

treatment polishes your skin with micro-crystals of diamonds, 

fresh water pearls and quartz crystal. You can work out in the 

fi tness centre or if you prefer, relax in the sauna.
 

There are so many reasons to have a holiday in New York, it’s hard 

to know where to start. The energy, the art, Broadway, the shops, 

the restaurants, the Statue of Liberty, the music, theatre… 

Terms and Conditions: Book four nights in a Deluxe room (at The Ritz – Carlton 
Central Park) or in a Deluxe City View room (at The Ritz-Carlton Battery 
Park) for the price of three and get an automatic upgrade to an Avenue Room 
(at The Ritz-Carlton Central Park) and to a Deluxe Harbour View (at The 
Ritz-Carlton Battery Park) by 30th June 2008. Offer is valid for departures 
between 15 June and 15 September 2008. Offer is subject to availability at 
time of booking, and is based on two adults sharing a room.

Experience the best of NYC
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Famous settings
Our fi ve favourite movie location hotels

There’s something exciting about staying in a place where a famous fi lm was set. It adds touches of 

fantasy and glamour to your own experience. We know this issue of Prestige Life is supposed to be 

all about The Americas, but we couldn’t resist going further afi eld for some of our chosen locations.

The movie: Pretty Woman 

The location: Beverly Wilshire, 

Los Angeles

This is the super-luxurious hotel where Edward Lewis 

(Richard Gere) and Vivian (Julia Roberts) spent a romantic 

weekend in the Presidential Suite. While the exterior and 

lobby that are shown in the movie are the real Beverly 

Wilshire, the rooms were actually a set built at the Disney 

Studio in Burbank. Still, you can fantasise.

The movies: 

Ocean’s Eleven and Ocean’s Thirteen 

The location: Bellagio, Las Vegas

For real fun, join the highrollers in the fabulous Bellagio 

casino, the target of Danny Ocean and Co.’s heists. You’ll 

love the completely over-the-top dancing fountains, 

which featured prominently in the fi rst fi lm. We don’t 

recommend emulating Ocean’s plans – why not just play 

with the thought as you case the hotel?

The movie: 

Lost in Translation 

The location: Park Hyatt, Tokyo

Remember the hotel where Bob (Bill Murray) and Charlotte 

(Scarlett Johanssen) stay and meet each other? That’s the 

Park Hyatt, located on fl oors 39-52 of the Shinjuku Park 

Tower. Its rooms are the largest in Tokyo, and there are 

stunning views from the 20m indoor pool. The hotel’s 

New York Grill is one of Tokyo’s best restaurants. Be sure 

to have a drink in the New York Bar, on the 52nd fl oor; 

it’s where Bob and Charlotte used to meet.

The movie: Lara Croft Tomb Raider 

The Cradle of Life 

The location: The Peninsula, Hong Kong

What better place could Lara Croft go to for an action-

packed adventure than Hong Kong? Here, in the heart of the 

shopping district of Kowloon, is The Peninsula, which featured 

in the sequel to the original video-based movie. This city 

is such an energetic place, you’ll appreciate The Peninsula’s 

wonderfully soothing ESPA Spa, which offers European, 

Oriental and Ayurvedic treatments. Relax with a drink in 

the hotel’s Felix, a chic bar designed by Philippe Starck, 

and a meeting place for international adventurers like Lara.

The movie: Casino Royale 

The location: One&Only Ocean Club, 

Bahamas

Like the original Casino Royale, made in 1967, the 2006 

version with Daniel Craig was fi lmed on Paradise Island, 

Bahamas. If you’ve seen the more recent movie, and you stay 

at the One&Only Ocean Club, you’ll recognise some of the 

places – and maybe a few of the faces; some of the hotel’s 

staff had walk-on parts. This once-private estate is now a 

fabulous resort with an 18-hole championship golf course. 

The four-bedroom Villa 1085 is where 007 and his lady stayed.
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An easier trip through Check-in 

and Security

The easiest way to avoid crowds and queues is by checking 

in online at ba.com. You can do this up to 24 hours before 

your fl ight departs. In just a few minutes, you can choose 

where you want to be seated and print out your boarding 

pass. So when you arrive at the terminal you can glide 

through effortlessly.

If you have checked baggage, leave it at one of our 

conveniently placed Fast Bag Drops and head straight to 

Security. If you’re fl ying First, you’ll pass through our Fast 

Track Channel before being directed to the comfort of 

the Concorde Room, bypassing the public areas.

Welcome to 
Heathrow Terminal 5
 So calm, you’ll just glide through

The terminal we’ve all been waiting for is open. It’s spacious, modern, luxurious, and for the 

exclusive use of British Airways passengers. From the moment you enter Terminal 5 to the 

minute you relax in your seat on the plane, you’ll fi nd everything is designed to make your 

journey as effortless, exciting and enjoyable as possible.  

Relax in a more luxurious terminal

Terminal 5 offers every pleasure you could want in an 

airport – or for that matter, in a civilised part of town. 

There are beautifully designed and supremely comfortable 

Galleries lounges, such as the Concorde Room for our 

First customers, and the Galleries First and Club.

All tastes are catered for with some of the fi nest eateries 

around: Amato, Caviar House & Prunier as well as Plane 

Food, Gordon Ramsay’s fi rst airport restaurant.

If it’s shopping you want, you’re spoilt for choice: the fi rst 

Prada in a European airport, Tiffany & Co, and Harrods, to 

name just a few of the outlets. There’s even a sumptuous 

Elemis Travel Spa to help you unwind.

From summer 2008, there will be a new fi ve star hotel, Sofi tel 

London Heathrow, just a fi ve-minute walk from the Terminal 

– an ideal place to stay overnight if you’ve an early departure.

To fi nd out 

more about the 

attractions of 

Terminal 5, 

please visit 

terminal5.ba.com

Checking in at 

the terminal

Inside Terminal 5 you’ll fi nd 

easy-to-use touch-screen 

kiosks, which enable you 

to check in within minutes. 

Simply choose your seat 

and print your boarding pass 

before heading to Security 

and Departures. All this should only take you around ten 

minutes from when you arrive1.

1 
Based on the average time it takes one passenger using a self-service Check-in 
Kiosk and checking in one bag at Fast Bag Drop on a normal operational day.
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Want some inspiring ideas for winter sun and Christmas shopping 

holidays? All in the world’s most luxurious resorts and the most 

exciting destinations? Watch out for the next issue of Prestige Life.

To order our 2008 Prestige Collection brochure, 

or to discuss your holiday needs call 0844 493 8999.


